Regardless of purpose or concept, 

imaginative design is always in compatible 

harmony with natural surroundings. Oftimes, such 
designs find their solution in brick, because brick is 
nature's most natural building material. Brick 
communes with nature. BELDEN Brick provides over 
200 variations in color, texture and size. From 
BELDEN comes the largest selection of brick in 

the industry to free the imagination and 

provide limitless scope of design. 


Your nearest BELDEN Dealer will be happy 


to provide you with samples and our 
new, 4 color brochure, specially 
designed with the architect in mind. 
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CONCERNING THE COVER 


Selected for the cover place of honor in this month's edition on religious 
architecture is a close-up view of the organ screen of the Church of the Little 
Flower in South Bend, designed by the architectural firm of Montana and 


Schultz, Mishawaka. 


The entire screen utilizes but one style of structural clay tile, set in varying 
directions, in an interesting and intricate pattern complimenting and emphasiz- 


ing the alter below and in front of it. 


Coming in Future Issues: May, INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS; June, RESI- 


DENCES. 


No. 18 | 


YOU can win 


ALL:ELECTRIC 
BUILDING 
AWARD 


NOL 


One for your client and one for your 
firm. 


How? 
Design your next commercial, institu- 
tional or industrial building for total- 


electric operation, for today's and 
tomorrow's needs, 


This means the lighting levels will meet 
or exceed I.E.S., standards. It also means 
the building's heating and cooling sys- 
tem design has been engineered in 
accordance with the ASHRAE Guide. 
When you design an All-Electric Build- 
ing, electricity is the only energy used. 
You can get additional details for water 
heating and commercial electric cook- 
ing eguipment from Public Service 
Indiana. 


Upon completion of your All-Electric 
Building, if it gualifìes, Public Service 
Indiana will present your client with an 
All-Electric Building Award golden 
plague, the respected hallmark of elec- 
trical excellence, which can be mounted 
for display in or on the structure. 


Here's the double part. You win a val- 
uable, coveted award for your client's 
building, and you enhance your fìrm's 
fìne name by being an Award-winning 
building designer, 


Design all-electric... and win a double 
award. We're staffed with people who 
can help. Contact us. We'll be glad to 
work with you. 


PUBLIC SERVICE INDIANA 
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Distinct 
Advantage for 
Selecting 


the DUWE SYSTEM! 


The U. L. Label on the popular Duwe System is an addi- 
tional reason for its specification. It means distinct, con- i 


tinuing savings on insurance premiums. Other advantages 
are acoustical value, exceptional insulating value, fast con- 
struction, permanence and strength and low maintenance 
cost. Write for full details. 


Precision casting, pre-curing, 
installation by factory train- 
ed crews assure you of the 
finest construction—sound 
reasons why so many struc- 
tures are utilizing the Duwe 
System. 


DUWE PRECAST CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC. 


PHONE 414/231-3980 e Р, О. BOX 1277 * OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN 


The annual Student Recognition Program spon- 
sored by the Indianapolis District, Central-South- 
ern Indiana Chapter, will be held at the ISTA Cen- 
ter, Capitol and Market Street, Indianapolis, on 
Saturday evening, April 17th. The program will 
inelude dinner and a slide-talk on “The American 
City — An Architectural Challenge,” by Profes- 
sor Robert D. Katz, Associate Professor of Urban 
Planning, University of Illinois. 


Mr. Katz is a graduate of Cornell and MIT, and 
recently has served as an urban planning con- 
sultant to the U.S. Public Housing Administration 
and the National Association of Housing and 
Redevelopment Officials. Formerly he was an as- 
sistant professor in the College of Architecture 
at Cornell, and a planning technician in the Santa 
Clara Planning Department, San Jose, California. 


Indiana college students currently attending 
Schools of architecture throughout the country 
have been invited to the program, along with In- 
dianapolis area high school students planning on 
studying architecture, 


Arrangements for the program have been under 
the direction of Mr. Tom Whitaker, Kennedy & 
Associates, 3925 N. College Avenue, Indianap- 
olis. 
* * * 

Dean Pietro Belluschi, dean of the School of Ar- 
chitecture and Planning at the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology, will be the featured speaker 
at the dedication of the “new” Department of Ar- 
chitecture Building at the University of Notre 
Dame on Saturday, May 1st. 


The program for the dedication events starts at 
2:00 P.M. with an open house, followed at 3:45 
P.M. with the blessing of the building by Reverend 
Theodore M. Hesburgh, CSC, and Dean Bellus- 
chi's remarks at 4:00 P.M. A reception and dinner 
will conclude the events, starting at 6:30 P.M. 


Actually, the “new” home for the Department of 
Architecture is the old library building, made 
available to the department upon completion of 
the new, 13-story library this past Fall. Under the 
direction of Mr. Frank Montana, FAIA, head of 


Architecture in the News 


the Department of Architecture, the old three- 
story building which had served as the Notre 
Dame Library since 1917 was converted into a 
beautiful, functional and highly unique home for 
the teaching of architecture, A full discussion 
of the remodeled building will appear in next 
month's magazine. 
* * * 

Mr. David A. Sauer, AIA, formerly a principal of 
the Fort Wayne firm of Sauer, Cole, Matson, 
Matott, has announced the establishment of his 
private practice as Sauer — Archtect-Engineer 
with offices located at 1321 Maple Avenue, Fort 
Wayne, phone 219—745-0170. Mr. Sauer is both a 
registered architect and a registered structural 


engineer. 
* * * 


Mr. Edwin A. Gibson, AIA, former Director of the 
Publie Works Division, Department of Adminis- 
tration, State of Indiana, has announced that he 
will direct a new Indianapolis office (at 2126 N. 
Meridian Street) of Chas. W. Cole & Son, with 
main office in South Bend. Telephone number for 
the new office is WAlnut 5-6071, 


Mr. Gibson resigned as Public Works Director ef- 
fective February 1, 1965. 
* * 


* 
Mr. G. Thomas Carlino of Indianapolis has been 
appointed General Sales Manager of Holcomb & 
Hoke Mfg. Co., Inc. Mr. Carlino is a graduate ar- 
chitect formerly with Hugh J. Baker & Co., In- 
dianapolis. 

* * ж 
American Block Company, Inc, has announced 
the election of three new officers, effective im- 
mediately: Veryl Sturdevant, president ; Lawrence 
M. Condrey, vice-president in charge of engineer- 
ing; and John D. Curley, vice-president in charge 
of residential sales. The appointments were an- 
nounced by Mr. Allan C. Miller, chairman of the 
board. Other officers include Charles E. Boswell, 
secretary; Milford Moore, assistant secretary; 
and Mrs. George V. Falkenberg, treasurer. 


Another appointment announced by the 
firm is that of Mr. Jerry L. Smith to { 
the Residential Sales Department. 
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() HEATED BY ECONOMICAL GAS 0 


bs 


— — — MAT CHE if 


NORTHWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, Mooresville 


Students at the new Northwood Elementary School will work 
in controlled comfort regardless of outside winter weather 
conditions, thanks to modern GAS. Two 110-horsepower boilers 
with a combined input of 9,000,000 BTU/hr. provide heating and 
hot water service on an interruptible basis with oil being used 
for standby. 


Modern gas heat is more economical, more dependable, and 
more comfortable than any other fuel. 


Indiana GAS & Water Company, 


IONOLITE 


Insulating Concrete 


ROOF DECKS 


Monolithic Insulation 
Fireproof 


Poured-in-Place 


“Certified” To Be In 
Compliance With Specifications 


of Vermiculite Institute 


APPROVED 


APPLICATOR 


с э 


ZONOLITE 


ROOF DECKS 


ENGINEERS 


ANNING- JOHNSON 


f, INC. 
1720 ALVORD STREET * INDIANAPOLIS 2, INDIANA + WAlnut 3-2461 


| 
CONTRACTORS 


Branch Office: 1272 MAXWELL AVE. EVANSVILLE НА 3-4469 
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ARCHITECTS: M W Inc. — Architects-Engineers 
Wolverton, Beam, Haller, Spaltner, Kirchoff 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Gas air conditioning and heating for your clients — in store, 
office, factory, motel, apartment, school or home — assures 
carefree comfort at lowest operating cost and minimum 
maintenance. For year-round comfort at lowest all-round cost, 
specify GAS. For specific information on types and sizes of 
equipment, gas rates, engineering data and list of users, 


Call or Write our heating division. 


Inc. 


1630 North Meridian Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 


But how 
many public 
telephones... 
and where ? 


Consult with 
our experts 
while your building 
is being plz aned 


Buildings for people need public phones. 
Public phones should be an attractive, easy- 
to-find feature of the utility core of any 
modern building. 'They'll give convenience 
and provide extra income for owners. Our 
help and experience are at your service. 
Just call our Business Office and ask to talk 
with a Public Telephone Consultant. 


z ^ Indiana Bell 
25 Part of the Nationwide Bell System 


Something has happened to Methodists and their 
ideas about church architecture, This is not a 
complaint. No indeed! In fact, it is rather pleasant 
to find that sincere guestioning has taken the 
place of dogmatie piousness. This makes the task 
of the church architect a delightful adventure in 
which he, the building committee, and the minis- 
ter can explore new horizons of worship. 


When I was a younger practitioner of church ar- 
chitecture, I used to hope that someday each de- 
nomination would create a pontifical bureau from 
which some ecclesiastical eguivalents of Robert's 
Rules of Order could be dispensed with encyclical 
authority. Now I believe nothing could be more 
deadly. 


Some denominational bureaus have been created. 
Fortunately, they generally have avoided the obvi- 
ous pitfall of trying to distinguish the “right” 
from the “wrong” way to design worship space. 
Instead, they have encouraged congregations to 
give thoughtful analysis to their own needs. This 
is good. Vitality in architecture springs from the 
constant rejuvenation which is inherent in self- 
examination. It cannot be legislated. 


I think it can be said fairly that Methodists have 
not always been as introspective as they could 
have been. In some ways, they have been pioneers 
in what has happened to the architecture of 
American Protestantism during the past 40 years. 
But the leadership was largely inadvertent — 
and, frankly, I am not sure it was wholly salubri- 
ous, except in peripheral effects. 


Methodist leadershp was helpful because it di- 
rected attention to the desirability of devoting 


Reprinted by special permission, 
Novenber, 1964, issue, TOGETHER. 


Church Architecture 


by HAROLD E. WAGONER 


the best architectural talents available to the task 
of creating religious buildings suitable for our 
times; it was less creditable because it believed 
that this purpose could be accomplished by creat- 
ing impoverished copies of medieval European 
work or by recreating the glory of the colonial 
meetinghouse. 


1920 Renaissance—Methodist Episcopal Style 
Renaissance, of course, means rebirth, and in the 
early 20th century, this implied the rebirth of 
classicism. As applied to architecture, it meant 
the copying of 2,000-year-old Greek buildings. 


It was in 1917 that the Bureau of Architecture of 
the former Methodist Episcopal Church was 
founded. (That term “Episcopal,” as we shall see, 
developed some significant implications). Unfor- 
tunately, the objectives of the bureau were vague 
and its leadership untrained. Primarily it devoted 
itself to eliminating the old “Akron plan" for 
building churches. 


The Akron plan generally consisted of a square 
auditorium with a sloping floor and a center pul- 
pit backed up by the choir and organ. The pews 
were curved, and at the rear or side of the audi- 
torium was a large folding door which, when 
opened, revealed an assembly space surrounded by 
odd-shaped classrooms in a balcony. Like the syn- 
agogue, the folding doors were opened on “high 
holy days” (Christmas and Easter) so that once- 
a-year pilgrims could be aecommodated. 


The architectural destinies of the bureau were 
controlled by the late Rev. Elbert M. Conover. 
Realizing his lack of professional training, he 
called in an ardent Episcopalian as an architec- 
tural consultant and into the vacuum created by 
the castigation of the Akron plan came the cross- 
shaped or cruciform plan so familiar to Episco- 
palians and Roman Catholies, The central Metho- 
dist table was moved to the chancel's rear wall 
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HAYDITE BLOCK 
* Any Size 
* Any Shape 
* Painted or Left Exposed 


A novel application on the use of Haydite block is il- 
lustrated in the accompanying photo of the Chapel 
Hills Methodist Church, Wayne "Township, Marion 
County, Indiana. Featured in the photo is the worship 
area of the church where Haydite block, left unpainted 
in a patterned ashlar pattern, was used. Haydite block 
was also used throughout the remainder of the struc- 
ture—both as backup for the exterior walls and as the 
interior partitions. In these instances, either a painted, 
stacked or running bond was used. 


Architect: Alves D. O'Keefe, Plymouth, Indiana General Contractor: Perry Construction Co., Inc. 


Masonry Contractor: W. E. Broady & Son, Inc. Concrete Masonry: Schuster Block, Inc. 


All Firms Indianapolis, Indiana, except as noted 


HAYDITE, The Original Lightweight Aggregate 


HYDRAULIC PRESS BRICK COMPANY 


ST. LOUIS, MO CLEVELAND, O. BROOKLYN, IND. 


> WARE 


SLOPING RADIAL BARREL 


- For 
аса. A. oum 


John Knox 


Contractors 


WINGED CANTILEVER 


HYPERBOLIC PARABLOID 


Presbyterian Church 


INDIANAPOLIS 


BENT-PLATE 


OR OTHER “FREE FORM" DESIGN? 


THEN YOU SHOULD SPECIFY 


ETERNAFLEX" We 


Build 


2 COAT NEOPRENE-HYPALON* WATERPROOFING SYSTEMS Beautiful Churches 


Eternaflex systems are basically 
two coat systems designed for 
application to roofs with unusual 
geometric design. Properly ap- 
plied they form a monolithic 
"rubber-like" membrane of 17 
to 25 dry mils with exceptional 
tensile strength, elongation and 
durability. 

Eternaflex Coatings are avail- 
able in white and a wide range 


SPECIFY ETERNAFEEX. WRITE OR CALL FOR COMPLETE SPECIFICATIONS 


of permanent pastel colors. 
They are economical, and appli- 
cation is made under the super- 
vision of factory trained experts. 
Completed applications are 
durable, long lasting, trouble 
free and covered by a 5 Year 
Material and 2 Year Workman- 
ship Guarantee. 


For durable, long lasting 
Neoprene-Hypalon Coatings.. 


ELKHART, INDIANA 
740 South Moin Street 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
2070 East 54th Street 


CINCINNATI 8, OHIO 
3560 Michigan Street 


Charles C. Brandt 
& Company, Inc. 


МЕ 7-3367 


and became an altar. (By edict in the bureau, 
however, it was always labeled “Communion ta- 
ble”.) 


The central pulpit was divided into a pulpit (for 
preaching) and a lectern (for the reading of the 
Holy Word). The choir, which formerly had 
reigned as a restless central focus, was moved to 
a chancel area where the singers sat face to face, 
the sartorial cacophony of their Sunday clothes 
now hidden under somber black robes. (Pastel 
shades came later). The cross suddenly appeared 
amidst cries of “Romanism!” 


The individuality of American Methodism, as an 
architectural expression, had been lost. Thus 
started a new type of renaissance, a rebirth of 
the kind of structures which were “Episcopal” 
rather than “Free Church” in character. It was an 
era which Anglican theologian Peter Hammond 
has disdainfully referred to as “the dregs of 19th- 
century ritualism.” 


The Little Cathedral 

Nearly all cathedrals are cross shaped, a pattern 
which was developed by the Roman Catholics, in- 
herited by the Anglicans, copied by the Episco- 
palians in America, inadvertently absorbed by the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, then aped in es- 
sence by nearly all major Protestant denomina- 
tions. It produced little cathedrals, some of them 
woefully inept, from one end of our country to 
the other. It seems strange that this subconscious 
prototype of what status - seeking Protestants 
thought a church ought to look like was in reality 
only a do-it-yourself Roman Catholic form, 
pressed into service from an alien form of wor- 
ship. 


American church builders — architects, laymen, 
and ministers — have had their collective archi- 
tectural heads in the sand for 30 years. Europeans 
have far outdistanced us. Who is to blame? All of 
us — but partieularly the theologians, who re- 
mained so long aloof to the challenges of religious 
architecture. Without dynamic leadership, our 
church buildings simply reflected the paradoxical 
religious conservatism which negated our techni- 
cal progress in other fields. 


What Is New? 
Has a Protestant church form yet emerged? No. 
But I believe we are on our way. And it may ar- 
rive sooner than you expect! 


What will it look like? Perhaps it is easier to say 
what it will not look like. It will not be cross 
shaped. It will not have a divided choir (though 
it may have two choirs, or more). It will not be 
colonial. It will not be Gothic. It will not be long 
and narrow. 


So what is new? Almost everything, but princi- 
pally it is the new thinking and guestioning about 
the concept of worship which is of major signifi- 
cance. Do we gather each Sunday to shock man 
into a religious experience? Is worship man-cen- 
tered or God-centered? What is the relative im- 
portance of the preached Word and the written 
Word? Is Communion really significant? Does 
Baptism have a vital continuing meaning or is ìt 
simply an initiation ceremony? How can involve- 
ment best be achieved? Does the choir participate 
or perform ? 


'The mere fact that some Methodist congregations 
are willing to diseuss such questions is encourag- 
ing. 


Most theologians agree that corporate worship 
no longer can be considered a spectacle which the 
congregation gathers to witness. Indeed, the key- 
note is participation, not observation. The oft- 
repeated phrase, “the priesthood of all believers," 
is becoming more than a vague, esoteric state- 
ment. Buildings are being built which implement 
this idea. This means that they are apt to be short 
and wide, as opposed to the familiar “Gothic tun- 
nel.” The idea of the congregation as the family 
of God at worship, the idea of belonging to a fel- 
lowship, the idea of togetherness — these are de- 
terminative factors in the architect's creative 
process as a building form emerges. It is design 
in its purest sense — from the inside out. 


Is God Vertical or Horizontal? 


Some months ago, I was talking with a young 
Connecticut pastor. “God cannot be thought of as 
round or square or elliptic or rectangular,” I said. 
*Tt follows that a church's shape need not fit any 
preconceived pattern." 


*Don't you think God is slightly vertical?" the 
pastor asked. “If a pulpit is higher than a lectern, 
doesn't that suggest that it is of more import- 
ance? That the spoken Word is being emphasized 
to the detriment of the written Word ?" 


The pastor had a point. Maybe God is slightly 
vertical. But I do not think he actually was con- 
cerned with the lack of height in lecterns. What 
he was really asking — as many others have been 
asking — was whether or not a lectern was neces- 
sary at all. I think it is, if we are to encourage lay 
participation. Even if the Bible is placed on a 
large sermon-rest on the pulpit, there may yet 
remain a need for à layman's lectern where those 
reluctant to enter the pulpit can feel more at 
ease, and from which the minister appropriately 
can make secular announcements. 


(Text Continues on Page 17) 
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ST. MARY OF THE LAKE CATHOLIC CHURCH, Gary 
Archiect: James McClure Turner, AIA 
Gen. Cont.: Gariup Construction Co. 


ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH, West Lofayette 
Architect: Elliott H. Brenner, AIA 
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EBENEZER LUTHERAN CHURCH ADDITION, (Indianapolis 
Architect: Edward J. Clark, AIA (deceased) 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH ADDITION & RESTORATION, Madison 
Architects: James Associates 


INDIANA INTERCHURCH CENTER, Indianapolis 
Architects: Wright, Porteous & Lowe, AIA 


MODERNFOLD 


the long drotsion line 


SOUN DMASTER 


Powerfully built leader of the Modernfold line. Blocks sound with twin steel 
walls, sheathed in thick, tough **Cord Mesh" vinyl. So effectively controls noise 
that the Soundmaster 480 has earned a Sound Transmission Class of 40 at Geiger 
& Hamme Laboratories. (Test data available on request.) Four models. All may 
be electrically or manually operated. Welded double-truss hinges. Patented 
jamb-lock wall attachment and air release system. Single widths to 60’ 0”; heights 
to 27’ 0". Complete installation versatility for school classrooms and auditoriums, 
churches, offices, hospitals and restaurants. 


AN Баа 7, š 

Distributed by: мд 
Old Fort Supply Company, Inc. Wilson-Partenheimer Gompany 

2013 South Anthony Boulevard 2818 E. 55th Place 
Fi. Wayne Tel.: 742-6425 Indianapolis Tel.: 251-4541 

Branches at South Bend and Muncie, Indiana modernfold 
Old Fort Supply Company, Inc. Magic City Builders Supply Co. Inc. » g 

17711 Hastings Court 909 Granville Avenue New Castle Products, Inc. 

South Bend Tel.: 289-2700 Muncie Tel.: 288-1976 New Castle, Indiana 


14/IA 


ROCHESTER CONFERENCE CENTER, Indionapolis 
Architects: Tislow-Hunter & Associates 


JOHN KNOX UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Indianapolis 
Architects: James Associates 


ALL SAINTS EPISCOPAL CHURCH CHANCEL, Indianapolis 
Architects: Evans Woollen & Associates 


with the 
BUILDING COMPONENTS 
FIELD? 


CALL US! 


For fifty-five years we have been build- 
ing a reputation for quality and service. 
Know-how gained in those years, plus 
the determination to protect that repu- 
tation, makes us extremely selective in 
our choice of products and their manu- 
facture. We truly believe that the man- 
ufacturers we represent supply the best 
products in their fields. 

These nationally known manufacturers 
work constantly to develop new and 
better products, and to improve exist- 
ing ones. 

And, it's our job to keep fully informed 
—so, when you need data... 


CALL US 


Hugh J. Baker 
& Company 


602 West McCarty Street « MElrose 6-2301 
Indianapolis 6, Indiana 


Branch Offices: Ft. Wayne • Evansville 
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A Square Block 
Makes A 
Sguare Building" 


ALUMINUM 
or BRONZE 


SIGNS @ TABLETS 
MARKERS 8 MEMORIALS 
NAME AND DOOR PLATES 
HONOR ROLLS 6 DONOR TABLETS 


ARCHITECTURAL LETTERS 
No order too large, none too small to 
receive our personal attention. We will 
gladly quote on your regu'rements. 


SEE OUR ADVERTISEMENT IN SWEET'S 
Send for Free Catalog 


FE, MEERJOHAN-WENGLER,INC. 


Metalcraftsmen 


2330 WAYNE AVE. CINCINNATI, OHIO 45215 


SCHUSTERS 


824 EAST TROY AVENUE * INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 


BUILDING MATERIALS 


Everything but Lumber 


TWO-WAY RADIO PHONE 
FOR QUICK DELIVERY 


Landscape 
Lighting 


by PRESCOLITE 


> MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 
4) 1251 Doolittle Dr., San Leandro, Calif. 


FACTORIES: San Leandro, California 
Warminster, Penna., El Dorado, Arkansas 


Church Architecture 


(Continued from Page 11) 


The Central Pulpit 

Many years ago, when I served on the staff of 
the Methodist Bureau of Architecture, I subcon- 
sciously gathered the idea that those who wor- 
shiped in a church with a central pulpit might 
have difficulty entering the Kingdom. Today, I 
am convinced that the central pulpit is far more 
indicative of the spirit of the Reformation than 
the divided pulpit familiar to Anglicans. I sus- 
pect pulpits in new churches may be in many lo- 
cations — particularly the center, as in the chapel 
of the Church Center at the United Nations. 


Some evangelical churches in Europe put great 
stress on preaching and this is made apparent by 
their large pulpits, which often have sounding 
boards called testers above them. Such installa- 
tions leave little visual doubt as to the character 
of the service. 


Is preaching vital to Methodists? If it is, why not 
say so by designing a vigorous pulpit? 


In some sanctuaries, particularly small ones, 
preaching also may take place from the holy table, 
as advocated by Karl Barth. Ths method is being 
employed at the Hancock Memorial Methodist 
Church, Springfield, Pa., among others. Such an 
arrangement expresses the idea that pulpit and 
table are inseparable parts of a single whole. 


The Baptismal Font 

The aet of Baptism symbolizes one's spiritual 
entry into the family of God. For this reason, the 
baptismal font in Episcopal churches nearly al- 
ways is placed at the entrance to the nave. If 
Baptism is really important in The Methodist 
Church, why in heaven's name can't we say so? 
Since Baptism cannot express its fundamental 
value through constant use, its importance must 
be stressed by other means: 


1. The font can be made visually prominent by 
size. 


2. It can be made prominent by locating it in a 
dignified position, either in the narthex or in an 
area of the chancel where it is accorded sufficient 
space to make its significance architecturally ex- 
pressive. 


3. It ean be made seulpturally beautiful. 


The actual Baptism service need not take place 
in the narthex if the font is located there. When 
a movable bowl is provided, it can be placed on a 
eushion, held by an acolyte (if you are a high- 
church Methodist) or by a layman (if you are 


not) and moved to some suitable area in front of 
the congregation. 


Pear-Shaped or Sguare-Shaped? 

No single matter has more influence on the shape 
of a church than the location of the choir and 
organ. Questions of both sight and sound are in- 
volved. Locating the choir in a rear gallery is 
acoustically satisfactory, but many Methodists 
want to see the singers, if this can be accom- 
plished unobtrusively. 


A choir located in one of the transepts (cross- 
arms) of a cross-shaped church cannot be heard 
effectively unless the side walls are sloped and 
the space made very shallow. A zigzag form 
proved satisfactory at First Methodist Church, 
Adrian, Mich. But it is difficult to imagine such 
elements incorporated into any traditional type 
of church building. Aside from theological consid- 
erations, designing a structure in which good 
singing, good musie, and good speaking can be 
heard well produces church shapes quite differ- 
ent from the familiar colonial and pseudo-Gothic. 


Nobody loves the choir director when he detracts 
from the worship by waving his arms. But all 
choirs, even good ones, need direction. If the choir 
is located in the rear, this visual problem is elimi- 
nated, but no one has come up with a very good 
answer if the choir is in or near the chancel. One 
of the best solutions we have tried is at First 
Methodist, Orlando, Fla., where the choir is at one 
side of the chancel, and the console and director 
are behind a large pulpit, hidden from worshipers 
but in full view of the choir. 


Church-in-the-Round 

An obviously uncomplicated answer to the gather- 
ing-around principle is the church-in-the-round 
design such as Alden Dow's Lutheran church in 
Midland, Mich. Unfortunately, a round church, 
especially one with a dome on it, represents the 
worst possible shape acoustically. One church re- 
cently erected on this prineiple probably reached 
the epitome of buildings shaped for bad listening. 
A cheery “hello” brings back four distinct 
*hellos" in return. 


If we are to be a gathered people, I believe we can 
speak in more practical terms if we design 
our structures so they can be characterized as 
"churches in the half-round." Examples are First 
Methodist, Wichita, Kans., and St. Luke's Meth- 
odist, Oklahoma City. 


Are we returnng to the Akron plan? There are 
signs that a strong movement in that direction 
could take place. Actually there was nothing 
wrong with the idea. It failed for several reasons. 
In the second place, Akron-plan churches in 
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America were designed, generally, for noncritical 
congregations which had little concern for beauty. 


An architectural concept for the Protestant 
church is struggling again to emerge, and sophis- 
ticated versions of the Akron plan may be the an- 
swer. The 1920-1950 American revival of Gothic 
and eolonial forms was the inevitable step back- 
ward ; we are now taking a faltering step forward. 


'The Worship Focus 


Someone described a worship focus as “something 
to look at to make you feel religious when you 
don't like the sermon." In the days of the Akron 
plan, the worship focus was the choir — or the 
gilded organ pipes. I doubt if either made anyone 
feel religious. In recent years, the worship focus 
has meant: (a) a window, (b) a dossal (cloth 
drape), (c) a reredos (wooden or stone backdrop 
for the altar, often elaborately carved), or (d) a 
large cross. 


But congregations might logically ask: Why is a 
worship focus needed at all? Should not the focus 
rest where the activity occurs — at the pulpit, 
the table, or the font? If the answer to this latter 
question is yes, an entirely new type of church 
ensues. A great and peaceful calm descends upon 
the chancel, particularly if the choir is located 
elsewhere. Nearly every important new church in 
Europe has been designed on this principle. Since 
some of them are powerful architectural state- 
ments, this lack of clutter, this chaste simplicity, 
this stately dignity makes many of our American 
churches seem childish and futile. 


Altar or Table? 


Do Methodists use an altar or a Communion ta- 
ble? Thirty-five years ago the term “altar” (as 
well as the altar form) was virtually unknown to 
American Methodists. Today the guestion is less 
easily answered. Many Methodist ministers speak 
freely of “the altar,” and in some cases architects 
hear strident demands for the sarcophagus shape 
which characterizes an altar. 


Some say the altar form originated in the cata- 
combs where sarcophagi were used to hold the 
Communion elements ; others say it was borrowed 
from the Jews. When Jesus partook of the Last 
Supper, it was in celebration of the feast of the 
Jewish Passover. It was a meal with food and 
drink, not a symbolic ritual, and presumably the 
disciples sat around the table. 


In the early church, the altar actually was a reli- 
quary — a depository for bones, a literal tomb. 
No important church existed without the bones 
of a martyr being deposited in its altar. During 
the Reformation, many Roman Catholic forms 


were abandoned, and the table began to replace 
the altar. 


What is correct for present-day Methodist 
churches? The denomination has no rubrie for 
any particular form, but the holy table is being 
seen less and less frequently against the rear 
chancel wall. Often today the Communion rail 
completely surrounds the table so that communi- 
cants may gather around and enjoy full participa- 
tion in the act of Communion, a privilege partially 
denied them when they knelt before a rail at the 
entrance to the chancel. Interesting examples of 
this idea are Christ Methodist Church, Pitts- 
burgh, and Wesley Methodist Church at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois. 


If traditional heritage is to be looked upon as 
canon for rationalizing present practices as to the 
use and character of the holy table, to whom shall 
we look for guidance? To Methodist founder John 
Wesley, who had a strong devotion to the Sacra- 
ments and their formalization as practiced in the 
Anglican church? Or to Francis Asbury, who 
brought American Methodism into flower in 
religious structures characterized by informal 
tables ? 


Does the altar suggest a symbolie power to mold 
a group of individuals into a religious community 
in a fashion which is not possible with a table? 
As we see current Methodist practices, the answer 
may be yes. 


T. Norman Mansell, prominent church architect, 
suggests that we end the controversy by coining 
a new word, altable, and design it as we see fit. 
My own feeling is that the term “altar” bears 
too much a connotation of salvation through sac- 
rifice. The table's principal purpose in a Meth- 
odist church is as a resting place for the Com- 
munion vessels. I see a strong possibility that we 
inadvertently inherited the altar of Abraham and 
Isaac and pressed it into service for another type 
of celebration. 


I am not foolish enough to believe that architec- 
ture, in itself, has great significance in creating 
Christians in the fullest sense. A moving, sin- 
сеге, and profoundly religious service may be held 
in almost any place. But worship practices ehange 
in seemingly endless, restless search for ultimate 
values. 


It does seem to me, however, that we Protestants 
should see ourselves for what we are and seek a 
worship environment which is sensibly adapted to 
the kind of services which best serve our 
needs. Architecture can seldom be “right” 

or “wrong.” It should only strive to be 

vital! 
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From the air, it's a lacy, shimmering fan. Con- 
gregation B'nai Israel Synagogue of St. Peters- 
burg, Florida. Architect: Frank G. Bonsey, St. 
Petersburg. Structural Engineer: Joseph С. Rus- 
sello, Tampa, Florida. General Contractor: 
R. M. Thompson Company, Clearwater, Florida. 
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